
Shared storage 







Shared virtual hard disks are a special type of shared storage only 
available to VM guest clusters . With shared virtual hard disks, 
each guest cluster node can be configured to access the same 
shared virtual hard disk .  
 
Each VM cluster node’s operating system will recognize the 
shared virtual hard disk as shared storage when building the VM 
guest failover cluster .  
 
Figure 2h shows a virtual 
hard disk being configured as a shared virtual hard disk . 





Shared virtual hard disks have the following requirements: 
•  Can be used with generation 1 and generation 2 VMs . 
 
•  Can only be used with guest operating systems running  
    Windows Server 2012 or Windows Server 2012 R2 .  
 
•  Can only be used if virtualization hosts are running the  
    Windows Server 2012 R2 version of Hyper-V . 
 
•  Must be configured to use the  .vhdx virtual hard disk 
    format . 
 
•  Must be connected to a virtual SCSI controller . 
 
•  When deployed on a failover cluster, the shared virtual  
    hard disk itself should be located on shared storage 
•  VMs can only use shared virtual hard disks to store data . 
    You can’t boot a VM from a shared virtual hard disk . 


